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The “local boy who made “Our challenge is to remain 


good” returned to his home 
town Wednesday night to tell 
its establishment to try 
harder to change the condi¬ 
tions of society. 

Maj. Peter M. Dawkins, U. 
S. Army, was warmly ap¬ 
plauded by the 300 Chamber 
members, local officials and 
their wives at the 35th annual 
dinner of the Greater Royal 
Oak Chamber of Commerce. 

West Point straight, he 
chatted almost conversa¬ 
tionally with an audience that 
included his family and 
former neighbors. 

He joined in congratulations 
to those who received the 
Chamber’s annual recogni¬ 
tion awards for outstanding 
service to the community, as 
exemplifying the “extra mea¬ 
sure” of service needed. 
Then, he said: 

“It is slightly numbing to 
realize that there are proba¬ 
bly hundreds of similar din¬ 
ners across the nation tonight 
that somewhat self- 
congratulatory, yet the world 
and humanity remains in this 
turmoil and we have to ask 
ourselves some tough ques¬ 
tions . . .” 

Among these he said, are 
“what are we doing to serve 
to help youth, to re¬ 
failing sense of com- 
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ted the late Robert 
Kennedy’s words “I dream of 
things that never happened 
and ask myself, why not?” 
and said: “We’ve got to force 
ourselves to see better ways 
and to make some success in 
-—achieving 4hem-. 
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constant ... (to the unchang¬ 
ing ideals of humanity) . . . 
and to adapt to what should 
be done.” 

Maj. Dawkins responded to 
the local-boy-makes-good in¬ 
troduction of School Supt, 
Donald Currie by referring td 
himself as a “second rate 
son” of Royal Oak and then 
mentioned two others in his 
general age bracket who’ve 
achieved national promi- ' 
nence: Thomas Ha yden, a 
founder oT the Students for a 
Democratic Society of 1 
campus commotion fame, and 
an old schoolmate, Dan E11&- 
berg, w ho seems to have set 
up his own information ser- 


All of us — let’s face it, 
the Establishment — have a 
crisis of confidence. We don’t 
know how, we don’t know 
what ... 


up 

vice.” 3 

The former Rhodes scholar; 
recalled the lament of So¬ 
crates in the 5th Century B.C., 
that youth is unruly, unman¬ 
nerly and disrespectful and 
said “our humanity remains, 
it doesn’t change at all.” 

He said the “radicals failed 
apparently because there 
aren’t any simple solutions,” 
and expressed his belief that 
overcoming the problems of 
society “lies with common 
folk who work hard and try 
hard to do the things that are 
important.” 

Maj. Dawkins was escorted 
to the head table by a Color 
Guard but immediately dis¬ 
pensed with formality in his 
speech by naming associates 
from his boyhood who were in 
the group. 

Chamber President David 
L. Sackman who also is 33 
gave him an appreciation pla¬ 
que. 

“You’ve called yourself the 
‘kid from out of town’,” Sack- 
man said. “You’re our am¬ 
bassador out of town.!’ 
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